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HIPAA

The Centers for Gastroenterology Notice of Privacy Practices

THIS NOTICE DESCRIBES HOW MEDICAL INFORMATION ABOUT YOU MAY BE USED AND DISCLOSED AND HOW YOU
CAN GET ACCESS TO THIS INFORMATION. PLEASE REVIEW THIS NOTICE CAREFULLY.

Your health information is personal, and we are aited to protecting it. Your health informationakso very important to our ability
to provide you with quality care, and to complywitertain laws. This notice applies to all recaatieut your care that occurs at our
office, and to all medical information we keep abpou. We are legally required to safeguard yootguted health information (PHI).
In general PHI is personally identifiable infornmatiabout your physical or mental health or conditiwealth care, or the payment of
your health care.”

Effective Date: This notice and the practices described in it #extive January 14, 2026

HITECH Notification Requirements:

Under HITECH, you have the right to be to be netifif your PHI has been breached. Notification noestur by mail within 30 days
of the event. A breach occurs when an unauthorizedor disclosure that compromises the privacyoursty of PHI poses a
significant risk for financial, reputational, orhatr harm to the individual. This notice must:
(1) Contain a brief description of what happened, including the date of the breach and the date of the discovery;
(2) The stepstheindividual should take to protect themselves from potential harm resulting from the breach;
(3) Abrief description of what Centers for Gastroenterology is doing to investigate the breach, mitigate losses, and to
protect against further breaches.

Accessto E-Health Records:
HITECH expands this right, giving patients the tighreceive an electronic copy of your health infation and to choose the format

(paper, electronic, or other agreed upon formabu Way also direct us to send your information thimal party with the correct
verification by our staff if you choose.

Cash Patients;

HITECH states that if you pay out-of-pocket in fidt a service, you have the right to request Watlo not disclose information
about that service to your health plan, and we dglor that request unless disclosure is requiyed.

Accounting of E-Health Records for Treatment, Paymand Health

You have the right to request an accounting ofaedisclosures of your protected health informmatitade by Centers for
Gastroenterology. This accounting will not inclutisclosures made for treatment, payment, or healtd operations unless otherwise
required by law. When required to provide an actiogrof disclosures, Centers for Gastroenterolodleither:

» Provide an accounting of disclosures made by CerfbeiGastroenterology and all of its business @as®s, including contact
information so that you may request an accountirectly from those business associates.

* Requests for an accounting of disclosures areduirtib the three-year period prior to the date efrdquest.
Changes to our Privacy Practices and this Notice:

This HIPAA privacy practices, and this notice, may change at any time. Any changes will apply to PHI we already have on file
and to PHI received after the effective date of the change.

Your Health Information Rights: You have the right to:

e Obtain acopy of the Notice upon request
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* Requestlimits on uses and disclosures of your PHI
* Inspectand obtain a copy of your PHI
* Requestcorrection of you PHI
* Receive alist of certain disclosures of your PHI
* Request confidential communication; you may request that we communicate with you in a specific way or at a specific
location (for example, at work or by mail instead of phone), and we will accommodate reasonable requests.
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For details regarding each of these rights, inclgdixceptions, restrictions, the procedures you fiollsw
to enforce your rights, and the procedures we finlistv in responding to your requests, please ociritze
HIPAA Privacy Officer at the address listed below.

The law requires us to have your written authoigwato some uses and disclosures. If you choos&orsign
the HIPAA release, we cannot refuse to treat yomoodffile your insurance claims.

In other circumstances, the law allows us to usdismose PHI without your written authorization. eWill use
and disclose your PHI as authorized by law.

Usesand Disclosuresof PHI:

e Treatment

e Payment

* Individuals involved in your care or payment for your care. We may disclose PHI to a family
member or other person who we reasonably believe to be involved in your care or payment of your
care, unless you object.

* Business Associates: There are some services provided in our organization through contracts with
third parties who are business associates of Centers for Gastroenterology. Business associates
are a third party who are contracted to perform a job for our organization and have agreed to
appropriately protect your health information.

Certain Public Health and Other Government Requested Uses and Disclosures. Thelaw allowsusto
disclose PHI without your further written authorization in the following circumstances:

* Whenrequired by law. We disclose PHI when we are required to do so by federal, state or local law.

*  Forpublic health activities.

* Forreports about victims of abuse, neglect or domestic violence. We will disclose your PHI in
these reports ONLY if we are required by law to do so, OR if you otherwise agree.

* To health oversight agencies.

e  Forlawsuits and disputes.

* To law enforcement.

e Tocoroners, medical examiners and funeral directors.

* To organ procurement organizations.

* Formedicalresearch.

* To avert a serious threat to health or safety.

* Forspecialized government functions.

* Toworkers’ compensation or similar programs.

In general, we may disclose a minor patients’ RH parent or guardian, but we may deny the paractess
to the minor patient’s PHI in some situations. émtain circumstances, minors may consent to their leealth
care under Colorado law, and in those cases, thermbntrols access to the protected health infaomaelated
to that care.

For some types of PHI, there may be additionatim&tns on our uses or disclosures described ab&
example, drug and alcohol abuse patient treatrnéartnation, HIV test results, mental health infotioa and
genetic testing results are given greater protestimder Colorado laws.

Other uses and disclosures of your PHI that areogred by this Notice or the laws that apply sawill be
made only with your written authorization. If yoive us written authorization for use or disclosafeour PHI,
you may revoke that authorization in writing at dimye. If you revoke your authorization we will fenger use
or disclose your PHI for the purposes specifiethenwritten authorization, except that we are uaabltake
back any disclosures we have already made with getmission and are required to retain certainrdecof the
uses and disclosures made when the authorizatierinieffect. Most uses and disclosures of psychape
notes, uses of protected health information forkeiimg purposes, and disclosures that constitstdeaof
protected health information require your writtertrerization. We will not sell your protected héalt
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information. We may contact you for fundraising pages. You have the right to opt out of receivinghs
fundraising communications.

If you believe your privacy rights have been violated, you may file a complaint with us or with the Secretary
of the Federal Department of Health and Human Services. This Notice applies to all records of your
care maintained by Centers for Gastroenterology. We will not retaliate against you for filing a
complaint.

Direct all questions and document requests to:
The Privacy Officer at the Centers for Gastroenterology

3702 Timberline Rd.
Fort Collins, CO. 80525

Ph. (970) 207-9773 Fax (970) 207-1893



